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The impact of poor air quality
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Birmingham’s Clean Air Zone
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TYPE D

Includes nearly all vehicle types

Daily charge applies 24 hours a day

£8 £50
HGVs

coaches

buses

Cars

taxis

vans 

Launched on 1 June 2021



Clean Air Zone enforcement 
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▪ The geographic extent of the CAZ is confined by the Ring Road (A4540). 

▪ All vehicles that enter the city centre are captured via Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) Cameras 
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How is the Clean Air Zone performing?
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How is the Clean Air Zone performing?
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THE PERCENTAGE OF COMPLIANT v NON COMPLIANT VEHICLES (DAILY AVG)

81.8% 82%

SOURCE: CAZ monthly factsheets June – October 2021 (brumbreathes.co.uk)

18.7% 12.4% 11.9% 11.5% 10.8% 10.2%



How is the Clean Air Zone performing?
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The impact of the Clean Air Zone
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Monitoring air quality in Birmingham
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THE CITY HAS A LARGE NETWORK OF MONITORING EQUIPMENT ACROSS THE CITY CENTRE AND RING ROAD.

WWW.BIRMINGHAMAIRQUALITY.CO.UK 

60+ DIFFUSION TUBES 15 INDICATIVE SENSORS11 AUTOMATIC ANALYSERS



Key outputs of the monitoring and evaluation programme
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YORK
Non charging CAZ 

January 2021

PORTSMOUTH
CAZ B

29 November 2021

Other cities are using similar schemes

to address the air quality challenge
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CAZ C

BATH
CAZ C

March 2021 G. MANCHESTER
CAZ C
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2021

BIRMINGHAM
CAZ D

1 June 2021

LONDON
ULEZ

April 2019

ULEZ expansion

25 October 2021
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January 2022
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The Clean Air Zone as an enabler of change
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A long term ambition for zero emissions

The council is committed to taking a leading role, playing its part, and working with 

individuals, communities, businesses, partners, and others across the city and 

region to act now on the causes and impacts of the climate emergency.

The ambition was set for the council and city to become net zero carbon by 2030.  

This is the city’s ‘route to zero’ (R20).

Additional programmes supported by the Clean Air Zone 

team include:

• Significant expansion of the city’s electric vehicle charging points

• Purchase of 20 hydrogen buses to encourage the adoption of the technology 

in the city

• Purchase of up to 50 electric hackney carriages to encourage adoption of this 

technology within the taxi fleet




